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SUBJ: IRAQI BOYCOTT OP HONG KONG: REQUEST POR GUIDANCE 
REF: STATE 294132 

BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED: 

1. REPTEL MENTIONED AND GAVE ADVICE ABOUT PROBLEMS CREATED 
POR US TRADE PROMOTION ACTIVITIES BY MEXICAN BOYCOTT OP SPAIN- 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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2. IRAQ HAS IMPOSED AT LEAST A PARTIAL BOYCOTT ON PRODUCTS OF 
HONG KONG. REEERENCE TO THIS BOYCOTT APPEARS EROM TIME TO 
TIME IN IRAQI GOVERNMENT TENDER DOCUMENTS RECEIVED BY USINT- 
USUALLY COUPLED WITH REEERENCE TO ONE OR MORE OTHER COUNTRIES 
BOYCOTTED (ISRAEL, RHODESIA, SOUTH AFRICA) BUT OCCASIONALLY IN 
ISOLATION. 

3. USINT E-C OEEICER RECENTLY DISCUSSED HONG KONG BOYCOTT WITH 
DCM AND TWO TRADE OFEICERS OF BRITISH EMBASSY, BAGHDAD. BRITISH 
EMBASSY HAS LONG BEEN AWARE OF BOYCOTT BUT HAS INDICATED IT 
DOES NOT KNOW EOR CERTAIN WHY IRAQIS HAVE IMPOSED IT, BUT 
SUSPECT BOYCOTT MAY HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO 
IRAQI MARKET EOR PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OP CHINA. END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: 

4. EMBASSY OPFICIAL ADDED THEY HAVE MADE NO EPFORTS TO PIND OUT 
REASONS, SINCE, AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, HONG KONG IS REGARDED 
MORE AS A COMPETITOR FOR MARKETS WITH UK THAN AS A DEPENDENCY 
IN NEED OP DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT. SO FAR AS BRITISH EMBASSY HERE 
KNOWS, HKG HAS NOT RAISED ISSUE WITH HMG AND, IF IT WERE 
RAISED, MATTER WOULD PROBABLY BE RESOLVED TO EXTENT POSSIBLE 
BY DIRECT DEALINGS BETWEEN HKG AND GOI, WITH HMG PROVIDING 

AT BEST DIPLOMATIC "COVER " EOR A VISITING HONG KONG DELEGATION. 

5. PLEASE ADVISE US HOW WE SHOULD APPLY USDOC 21 IN RESPECT 
TO HONG KONG BOYCOTT. 

WILEY 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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